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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in response to communication filed on 12/16/2005. 

2. Claims 1-23 are presented for examination. 

Objections 

3. The claims are objected to because of the following informalities. Claims 1 and 7 
recite "the at least one" and should recite "at least one" instead. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -(e) the invention was described in (1) an application 
for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international 
application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in 
the English language. 

5. Claims 1-22, are rejected under 102(e) as being anticipated by Kramer et al 
(Patent-Number 6,327,574 hereinafter Kramer). 

In reference to claims 1, 9, and 17, Kramer discloses a method, program, and 
system for populating at least one region in a publication, comprising: analyzing a work 
order comprising a template identifier associated with the publication and a plurality of 
content item identifiers identifying content items for populating a template (abstract, col. 
3 lines 1-9, col. 7 lines 4-8 and 21-53, col. 7 lines 55 to col. 8 lines 8, col. 8 lines 24-66, 
col. 13 lines 5-19, col. 15 lines 22-62, col. 21 lines 51-61, col. 30 lines 60 to col. 33 lines 
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47, and Figures 4, 5A, 5B, and 14-18); retrieving the template (i.e. a document or file 
having a preset format, used as a starting point for a particular application so that the 
format does not have to be recreated each time it is used) associated with the template 
identifier, the template defining the at least one region (col. 7 lines 55 to col. 8 lines 8, 
col. 8 lines 24-66, col. 31 lines 1-38, and Figures 4, 5A, 5B, and 14), the template 
further comprising an information identifier indicative of a type of content (i.e. a 
customized coupon, a customized webpage, a credit card statement with 
advertisements) item for populating the at least one region; determining, based upon 
the type of content item, a number of content items for populating the at least one 
region in the publication (col. 8 lines 1-8 and lines 41-66, col. 31 lines 1-38, col. 32 lines 
25 to col. 33 lines 26, and Figures 4, 5A, 5B, and 14); associating a priority with each of 
a number of content items to be populated into the at least one region of the publication 
in a computer system (col. 23 lines 15 to col. 24 lines 35 and Figure 10); and populating 
the at least one region with at least one of the number of content items in an order 
corresponding to the priority associated with each of the content items (col. 30 lines 61 
to col. 61-67). 

6. In reference to claims 2, 10, and 18, Kramer teaches the method, program, and 
system further comprising identifying the number of content items with which to 
populate the at least one region of the publication (col. 31 lines 6 to col. 32 lines 23). 

7. In reference to claims 3, 11, and 19, Kramer teaches the method, program, and 
system further comprising discarding select ones of the content items that do not fit 
within a remaining unpopulated portion of the at least one region (i.e. due to the limited 
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space on for example a credit card statement that is allocated to each merchant, there 
is insufficient space for displaying all the content, so the content can be cycled through 
by using a content rotator or a hyperlink that opens up the detailed content in a separate 
browser window, or the content can be discarded if the website owner such as the 
MultiBank in the case of the reference decides to implement a policy of having only a 
specific number of lines in the bank statement being illuminated with advertisements 
and leaving the rest of the lines blank and/or only allowing certain merchants to 
illuminate their statement lines) (col. 21 lines 48-50, col. 31 lines 18-52, and Figures 15- 
18). 

8. In reference to claims 4 and 12, Kramer teaches the method, program, and 
system, further comprising shortening select ones (i.e. show a detailed set of books for 
children by age in a new browser window as seen in Figure 18 after showing the 
broader category of children's books in general at first due to a line advertising space 
limitation in the original browser window of Figure 14 for each content provider) of the 
content items that do not fit within a remaining unpopulated portion of the at least one 
region (col. 21 lines 48-50, col. 32 lines 24 to col. 33 lines 20 and Figures 17 and 18). 

9. In reference to claims 5, 13, and 20, Kramer teaches the method, program, and 
system, further comprising resolving a priority conflict between at least two of the 
content items having a same priority associated therewith (i.e. each illumination could 
have a match score between 0 and 1, and therefore two can have the same match 
score and could then both be displayed in turns by using the star button which would 
show the second illumination upon clicking by the user, or, one could be displayed in 
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one section of the screen and the other illumination could be displayed at another 
section of the screen simultaneously) (col. 7 lines 29-53 and col. 31 lines 6-38). 

10. In reference to claims 6, 14, and 21, Kramer teaches the method, program, and 
system, further comprising: identifying a preference associated with select ones of the 
content items (col. 8 lines 14-63 and col. 32 lines 24 to col. 33 lines 26, Figures 5A, 5B, 
17, and 18) and adjusting the priority associated with the select ones of the content 
items based upon the preference (col. 8 lines 14-63 and col. 32 lines 24 to col. 33 lines 
26, Figures 5A, 5B, 17, and 18). 

11. In reference to claims 7 and 15, Kramer teaches the method, program, and 
system, wherein the step of populating the at least one region with the content items in 
the order corresponding to the priority associated with each of the content items further 
comprises specifying the order to be from a highest priority to a lowest priority (col. 23 
lines 15-22, col. 24 lines 16-35, and col. 32 lines 53-57). 

12. In reference to claims 8 and 16, Kramer teaches the method, program, and 
system, wherein the step of identifying the number of content items with which to 
populate the at least one region of the publication further comprises identifying the 
content items based upon a predefined criteria provided by a user (i.e. when user 
volunteers information by performing certain actions, this becomes a predefined criteria 
provided by the user) (col. 10 lines 25-45, col. 12 lines 7-26, col. 13 lines 55-col. 15 
lines 21 , and col. 32 lines 45 to col. 33 lines 14). 

13. In reference to claims 22 and 23, Kramer teaches the method and system for 
populating at least one region in a publication, comprising: identifying a number of 
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content items with which to populate the at least one region of the publication in a 
computer system (i.e. this could be limit set by the owner of the website) (col. 31 lines 
39 to col. 32 lines 2, col. 8 lines 41-63, and Figures 5A and 5B); associating a priority 
with each of the content items based upon a consumer profile (col. 7 lines 2-8 and 25- 
28, col. 8 lines 41-66, col. 21 lines 51-61, col. 32 lines 45 to col. 33 lines 38, and 
Figures 5A, 5B, and 14-18), identifying a preference within a work order (i.e. a work 
order comprises a number of content item references, a template reference, and a 
reader profile reference per applicant specification on page 8, and therefore this is 
referring to identifying a reader profile preference), the preference associated with 
select ones of the content items (col. 8 lines 14-63 and col. 32 lines 24 to col. 33 lines 
26, Figures 5A, 5B, 17, and 18), adjusting the priority (i.e. showing the most relevant 
and appropriate messages first) associated with the select ones of the content items 
based upon the respective preferences (col. 8 lines 14-63 and col. 32 lines 24 to col. 33 
lines 26, and Figures 5A, 5B, 17, and 18), populating the at least one region with the 
content items in an order corresponding to the priority associated with each of the 
content items (col. 7 lines 29-53 and col. 30 lines 61 to col. 32 lines 23), and discarding 
select ones of the content items that do not fit within a remaining unpopulated portion of 
the at least one region (i.e. due to the limited space on for example a credit card 
statement that is allocated to each merchant, there is insufficient space for displaying all 
the content, so the content can be cycled through by using a content rotator or a 
hyperlink that opens up the detailed content in a separate browser window, or the 
content can be discarded if the website owner such as the MultiBank in the case of the 
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reference decides to implement a policy of having only a specific number of lines in the 
bank statement being illuminated with advertisements and leaving the rest of the lines 
blank and/or only allowing certain merchants to illuminate their statement lines) (col. 21 
lines 48-50, col. 31 lines 18-52, and Figures 15-18). 

Response to Arguments 

14. After careful review of Applicant's remarks/arguments filed on 12/16/2005, the 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-23 have been fully considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Amendments to the specification and to 
the claims have both been entered and considered. 

15. The 101 Rejection is being removed, since the Applicant's recitation of a program 
embodied in a computer readable medium in the preamble of the claims sufficiently 
addresses the issues previously raised by the Examiner in this case. 

16. In reference to claims 1, 9, and 17, Applicant argues that Kramer does not 
disclose analyzing a work order comprising a template identifier associated with the 
publication and a plurality of content item identifiers identifying content items for 
populating a template, retrieving the template associated with the template identifier, the 
template defining the at least one region, the template further comprising an information 
identifier indicative of a type of content item for populating the at least one region and 
determining based upon the type of content item, a number of content items for 
populating the at least one region in the publication. The Examiner respectfully 
disagrees with the Applicant and would like to point out that the applicant specification 
on page 8 defines the work order to comprise a number of content item references, a 
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template reference, and a reader profile reference per applicant specification on page 8, 
and Kramer teaches all of the components of this work order (abstract, col. 3 lines 1-9, 
col. 7 lines 4-8 and 21-53, col. 7 lines 55 to col. 8 lines 8, col. 8 lines 24-66, col. 13 lines 
5-19, col. 15 lines 22-62, col. 21 lines 51-61, col. 30 lines 60 to col. 33 lines 47, and 
Figures 4, 5A, 5B, and 14-18). Furthermore, Applicant defines template in the 
specification on page 9 as providing layout information that is to be employed to create 
the resulting publication and including one or more regions into which content items are 
populated per applicant specification. Kramer teaches retrieving templates with 
identifiers (col. 7 lines 55 to col. 8 lines 8, col. 8 lines 24-66, col. 31 lines 1-38, and 
Figures 4, 5A, 5B, and 14), and determining, based upon the type of content item, a 
number of content items for populating the at least one region in the publication (col. 8 
lines 1-8 and lines 41-66, col. 31 lines 1-38, col. 32 lines 25 to col. 33 lines 26, and 
Figures 4, 5A, 5B, and 14). 

17. In reference to claims 22 and 23, Applicant argues that Kramer does not disclose 
associating a priority with each of the content items based upon a consumer profile, 
identifying a preference within a work order corresponding to the publication associated 
with select ones of the content items, and adjusting the priority associated with the 
select ones of the content items based upon the respective preferences. The Examiner 
respectfully disagrees with the Applicant, since Kramer teaches associating a priority 
with each of the content items based upon a consumer profile (col. 7 lines 2-8 and 25- 
28, col. 8 lines 41-66, col. 21 lines 51-61, col. 32 lines 45 to col. 33 lines 38, and 
Figures 5A, 5B, and 14-18), identifying a preference within a work order, the preference 
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associated with select ones of the content items (col. 8 lines 14-63 and col. 32 lines 24 
to col. 33 lines 26, Figures 5A, 5B, 17, and 18), adjusting the priority associated with the 
select ones of the content items based upon the respective preferences (col. 8 lines 14- 
63 and col. 32 lines 24 to col. 33 lines 26, and Figures 5A, 5B, 17, and 18). 

18. In reference to the remaining dependent claims 2-8, 10-16, and 18-21, and 16- 
21 , since they are dependent upon the independent claims 1 , 9, 17, 22, and 23,,they 
are also rejected for substantially the same reasons as claims 1,9,17, 22, and 23 as 
detailed in the action above. 

19. Applicants additional remarks are addressed to new limitations in the claims and 
have been addressed in the rejection necessitated by the amendments. 

Conclusion 

20. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 



Application/Control Number: 09/938,705 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3622 

the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Point of Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Namrata (Pinky) Boveja whose telephone number is 
571-272-8105. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 8:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on 571-272-6724. The Central FAX number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 1866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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